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Generalities
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• Survey conducted between November 2024 and March 2025

• More than 300 partners invited to answer the questionnaire

• 46 answers obtained after several reminders

• 30 SMEs among the 46 respondents

• Feedback from the 30 SME answers



This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,What is the current status of your HPC/AI usage compared to when you first implemented it through the Fortissimo project? ,If you have stopped or reduced your use of HPC/AI technologies, what is the primary reason? ,shape ,tableEx. Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/70357bff-9c5e-4cdc-b959-fbbd2e19684d/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,How successful was the initial implementation of HPC/AI technologies in your experiment? ,How smoothly have HPC/AI technologies integrated with your existing products, operational processes and design systems?. Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/70357bff-9c5e-4cdc-b959-fbbd2e19684d/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,Are you currently using the HPC/AI technologies implemented during the Fortissimo project? ,shape ,tableEx. Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/70357bff-9c5e-4cdc-b959-fbbd2e19684d/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,How have HPC/AI technologies affected your internal business processes, such as product design or operational efficiency? ,How have HPC/AI technologies influenced your external business operations, such as the sale of software products on HPC systems or changes in how you deliver your offerings?. Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/70357bff-9c5e-4cdc-b959-fbbd2e19684d/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,If you have expanded or maintained the results, what factors contributed to this sustainability? . Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/70357bff-9c5e-4cdc-b959-fbbd2e19684d/?pbi_source=PowerPoint








This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,Have your team members received adequate training to effectively use HPC technologies? ,Have you received technical support to maintain and further develop your HPC/AI capabilities? ,Have you received technical support to maintain and further develop your HPC/AI capabilities? ,shape. Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/70357bff-9c5e-4cdc-b959-fbbd2e19684d/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,Have you observed a return on investment (ROI) from the implementation of HPC/AI technologies? ,Do you have a long-term strategy for integrating HPC/AI technologies into your business model?. Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/70357bff-9c5e-4cdc-b959-fbbd2e19684d/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Please specify:
• Cost to access HPC infrastructure is still quite high for a small startup
• FF4 experiment was very extensive and challenging. It still needs 

polishing for robust industrial use.
• Fluid business access to EuroHPC centres
• hard to find available resources and at reasonable cost
• Limited demand in the market
• specific projects requiring HPC
• We need to continuously seek for funding for HPC resources.



25 August 2025 23



25 August 2025

General suggestions to improve fortissimo support
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• Improve access to HPC resources for SME after PoC. We had to transition to 
cloud on our end because we could not find a sustainable long term alternative 
with (European) HPC.

• information on follow-up and in-depth projects
• pay-per-use access to EuroHPC centers for SMEs
• Public HPC provides must be more efficient and "industry supportive".
• Fortissimo funding's focus on high technical challenge often leaves experiments 

stuck at a TRL level, needing further funding and mentoring (like FF4) to reach 
market-ready industrial grade. 

• Think HPC as an everyday tool
• To maximase Fortissimo's long-term impact requires follow-up initiatives with 

original partners to refine experiments, and promoting scalability through 
guidelines, training, and continuous collaboration.

To maximize the long-term impact of Fortissimo, a strong emphasis should be placed on developing follow-up initiatives with original participants to refine and optimize initial "experiments" for evolving end-user needs. Additionally, promoting the scalability and transferability of successful solutions through guidelines and training, alongside fostering continuous collaboration with manufacturing clients, will enhance the program's reputation and attract new partnerships.
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Conclusion
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• Consistent HPC Adoption: Most surveyed SMEs actively use HPC technologies, 
confirming their ongoing relevance. 

• Positive Business Impact: HPC integration significantly benefits internal 
processes and external operations, with no negative impacts. 

• A major catalyst for innovation and R&D: HPC technologies have a positive 
influence on development of most SMEs.

• Achieved & Sustained Success: Initial HPC projects were largely successful, 
with many SMEs sustaining or expanding these achievements.

• Barriers to HPC Adoption: High costs, limited affordable access, and 
industrialising complex experiments challenge SMEs. 

• Need for Sustainable Access: SMEs require ongoing funding and better 
EuroHPC access for project-specific and evolving market demands.



www.ffplus-project.euThis project has received funding from the European High-Performance Computing Joint Undertaking (JU) 
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Additional text, if needed. 
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